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New York City has a problem: paranormal occur-
rences are plaguing the city in increasing numbers.
The only ones who know this are three, extraordin-
arily bright, slightly off-beat university parapsych-
ologists who have been deprived of their research
grant and forced out into the hard, commercial
world, where they start their own business — the
aptly-named GHOSTBUSTERS.

Bill Murray, Dan Aykroyd, Sigourney Weaver,
Harold Ramis and Rick Moranis star in Columbia
Pictures’ new comedy, “Ghostbusters”, produced
and directed by Ivan Reitman, co-written by
Aykroyd and Ramis.

Ghostbusting Bill Murray, Dan Aykroyd and
Harold Ramis are cosmic crusaders. Because of
their advanced intelligence they walk that fine line
between genius and lunacy — and their qualifications
as parapsychologists adds another layer to the
ingredients of this fine, comic stew.

“Ghostbusters” was the brainchild of Dan
Aykroyd. After writing a first draft of the script on
his own, Aykroyd brought in Ramis, Reitman and
Murray. Himself a member of the American Society
for Psychical Research, Aykroyd believes that
ghosts and humour have been linked for scores of
years in film history by popular stars such as Laurel
and Hardy, Abbot and Costello, The Bowery Boys,
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis and Bob Hope.

“Nearly every major comedy performer has dealt
with ghosts in some of his work”, Aykroyd com-
ments. “We’ve simply done a modern version of
popular, old-time ghost movies — a mixture of
laughter and spookiness. The only difference is that
we include a little bit more theory, perhaps a spot
more science and for sure a lot more technology
than our predecessors”.

Ivan Reitman began assembling his production
team in June, 1983. Production designer John De
Cuir and visual effects supervisor Richard Edlund
were brought in not only for their impeccable
credentials but also because of their special experi-
ence with large-scale productions. De Cuir has won
Academy Awards for “The King And 1", “Cleopatra”
and “Hello Dolly!”, Edlund’s Oscars came for his
work on “Star Wars”, “The Empire Strikes Back”,
“Raiders of the Lost Ark” and “Return of the Jedi”.
The much-respected cinematographer Laszlo
Kovacs joined the group, so did the talented and
prolific costume designer Theoni V. Aldredge.
Michael Gross and Joe Medjuck followed, as
associate producers.

“Ghostbusters” presented the technical crew
with unusual design problems — from a temple on
top of a skyscraper to the array of exotically compli-
cated paraphernalia any self-respecting ghost-
buster would carry. But, as lvan Reitman points out,
“Part of the package that Dan Aykroyd delivered to
me with that first, draft script was a series of illus-
trations showing some of the equipment he felt the
ghostbusters should tote around to apprehend
various ghostly beings, what some of the spooks
would look like and how they would travel. Al-
though these elements have evolved a great deal
since then, the original ideas came from Dan. And
there is certainly none of that ‘Star Trek’ gloss to the
equipment.”

Harold Ramis elaborates. “Dan persuaded a
friend to make our proton packs (the back packs).
The first one was made of polystyrene and old radio
parts. Dan bought a jumpsuit, put all the stuff on in
his house and then videotaped himself catching a
ghost. When we turned the whole package over to
the special effects department, | think everyone was
surprised. The designs really are amazing. We wear
highly sophisticated backpacks and we carry
neutrona wands that emit particle streams. We also
drive the first functional Ectomobile in the world!

It's a very elegant, 1959 Cadillac ambulance
outfitted with a variety of electronic devices which
allow the ghostbusters to locate any major psycho-
kinetic disturbance, retrieve the ectoplasmic
material and then stor it before returning to the
ectobase. | might add that Dan really loved driving it
around New York with the sirens going!”
Production of the film began in October, 1983, in
New York City. For its month-long stay there,
“Ghostbusters” used locations that included the
New York Public Library, City Hall, Columbia Univ-
ersity, the Tavern on the Green, Central Park West,
Columbus Circle and the former New York Police
Department lock-up.
hooting in Central Park West, the location for
Dana and Louis's ghost-infested apartment



building, was not just complicated for the film's
makers but even more so for New York's civic
authorities. “Sometimes we had as many as four
hundred or five hundred extras working”, says
associate producer Joe Medjuck. “And we didn't
just block the busy traffic along Central Park West,
we found we had blocked the cross-town traffic as
well — everything going through Central Park.”
During this time, Richard Edlund and his staff at
Entertainment Effects Group (in conjunction with
Boss Film Corporation) had been creating the 200 or
so special effects shots needed for “Ghostbusters”.
They created creatures and ghosts with stop-
motion, rotoscoping and cell animation. Using
miniatures, they re-created the Central Park West
apartment building and brought to life the various
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fates which befall it. By injecting dyes and pigments
into the water of a cloud tank, they generated rolling
skies and other atmospheric conditions. “Terror
dogs” (stone manifestations of ancient apparitions)
were created in various sizes and with various
capabilities.

“Technically, it takes as many as 10 people to
operate a single ‘terror dog’” explains Michael
Gross. “There’s a tremendous amount of mech-
anics involved — hydraulics, electronics, wires, as
well as very skilled puppeteers sitting inside and
operating. This whole animal has to be literally
made from scratch, has to be designed, sculpted
out of clay and cast in various types of foam, plastic
and other materials that are flexible and workable,
so the people can actually get inside.”
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COLUMBIA PICTURES
Presents
AN IVAN REITMAN FILM
A BLACK RHINO/BERNIE BRILLSTEIN PRODUCTION

BILL MURRAY
DAN AYKROYD
SIGOURNEY WEAVER

“GHOSTBUSTERS”

HAROLD RAMIS
RICK MORANIS

Music by ELMER BERNSTEIN
Production Design by JOHN DE CUIR
Director of Photography LASZLO KOVACS, A.S.C.
Visual Effects by RICHARD EDLUND, A.S.C.
Executive Producer BERNIE BRILLSTEIN
Written by DAN AYKROYD and HAROLD RAMIS
Directed and Produced by IVAN REITMAN

THE CAST
Dr. Peter Venkman ...........ccccccccevueee BILL MURRAY
Dr. Raymond Stantz .................... DAN AYKROYD
Dana Barrett ...........ccecennee. SIGOURNEY WEAVER
Dr. Egon Spengler ....................... HAROLD RAMIS
Louis Tully .......cccconiiiiiiiicciieeeas RICK MORANIS
Janine Melnitz ... ANNIE POTTS
Walter Peck ........cccccovrrnrenee WILLIAM ATHERTON
Winston Zeddmore ..........cccu.... ERNIE HUDSON
Mayor .......ccvevieiieiesniniennns DAVID MARGULIES
Male Student ............cocecvvieinieninen, STEVEN TASH
Female Student .. .. JENNIFER RUNYON
GOZEr ...cccovvvecrrireecrrre e SLAVITZA JOVAN
Hotel Manager ............cccceiueen. MICHAEL ENSIGN
Librarian ........ccccevvvinieniicnnnns ALICE DRUMMOND
Dean Yeager .........coceveeueeenn. JORDAN CHARNEY
AT [ 1T TIMOTHY CARHART
Library Administrator ................ JOHN ROTHMAN
Archbishop ......ccccocevvveiviiccnnnnne TOM McDERMOTT
Roger Grimsby ......cccccocivciiiiiiccniiinienn, HIMSELF
Larty KNG v snswimsimsemm HIMSELF
Joe Franklin ..........cccoiviiiiiiinnniiiinnicsien, HIMSELF
Casey Kasem ........cccccccvnniniiniiinnniiinnnnnn HIMSELF
Fire Commissioner .............. NORMAN MATLOCK
Police Captain ..........ccccccoevevicnnnnnnen. JOE CIRILLO
Police Sergeant ..............ccceciviiecnnns JOE SCHMIEG
Jail Guard .........ccccceviiennnn REGGIE VEL JOHNSON
Real Estate Woman .............. RHODA GEMIGNANI
Man at Elevator ........................... MURRAY RUBIN
Con Edison Man ..........cccceiieeccniieeennns LARRY DILG
Coachman ..........cceeveveccrennennnn. DANNY STONE
Woman at Party ...........ccccovveeenns PATTY DWORKIN
Tall Woman at Party ........................ JEAN KASEM
Doorman .........ccciiieecnineennns LENNY DEL GENIO
Chambermaid ....................... FRANCES E. NEALY
Hot Dog Vendor .........ccccccinniiiininnne SAM MOSES
TV Reporter ................. CHRISTOPHER WYNKOOP
Businessman in Cab .................... WINSTON MAY
Mayor's Aide .............. ... TOMMY HOLLIS
Louis’s Neighbour ............ EDA REISS MERIN
Policeman at Apartment .................. RIC MANCINI
Mrs. Van Hoffman ............... KATHRYN JANSSEN
Reporters ..........ccccciveeciiiiinnnnnns STANLEY GROVER
CAROL ANN HENRY
JAMES HARDIE
FRANTZ TURNER
NANCY KELLY
Ted Fleming ......ccocivevciiiiiinnnieneen, PAUL TRAFAS
Annette Fleming .................. CHERYL BIRCHFIELD
Library Ghost .......c..cccceecimeencnenninnnen, RUTH OLIVER
Dream Ghost ..........ccccceeevveeeninenneenn.. KYM HERRIN

Stunt Coordinator .........ccccceccveviiiennnne BILL COUCH
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Music for “Ghostbusters” was supplied by some
of the hottest acts in music in America, today. In
addition to the score by Elmer Bernstein and the
title song by Ray Parker Jr., ther is original music
from Laura Branigan, The Thompson Twins, Air
Supply, The Alessi Brothers, The Bus Boys and
Mick Smiley. There is also a music video, directed
by Ivan Reitman and featuring Bill Murray and Dan
A‘!kroyd, with Ray Parker Jr. performing the
“Ghostbusters” title song. The soundtrack album is
available in Britain on Arista Records and tapes.

BILL MURRAY stars as Venkman in “Ghost-
busters”, his third picture with director Ivan
Reitman (the other two were “Meatballs” and
“Stripes”).

DAN AYKROYD is one of the original stars of



“NBC’s Saturday Night Live”, who continues his
string of movie comedy roles as Stantz in “Ghost-
busters”. Recently, Aykroyd starred with yet
another “SNL” player, Eddie Murphy, in “Trading
Places” and appeared in “Twilight Zone — The
Movie”.

SIGOURNEY WEAVER is Dana in
“Ghostbusters”. Ms. Weaver first broke into films
with Ridley Scott's “Alien”.

HAROLD RAMIS is re-united with old friends and
colleagues in “Ghostbusters”. Starring as
Spengler, the film teams him once again with Bill
Murray and lvan Reitman, with whom he worked on
the movie “Meatballs” and “Stripes”.

RICK MORANIS is Louis in “Ghostbusters”. In the
lgast Ee directed and starred in the film “Strange
rew”,
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FANTASTIC

COMPETITION

Hidden in the word ‘GHOSTBUSTERS' is a lot of
other words.

See how many words you can make using the
individual letters.

THE FIRST 20 ENTRANTS WITH THE HIGHEST
SCORE WILL EACH RECEIVE THE GHOSTBUSTER
ALBUM. THE NEXT 20 ENTRANTS WITH THE
HIGHEST SCORE WILL EACH RECEIVE A POP-UP
SINGLE PLUS A DAY-GLO NO GHOSTS STICKER

Send your entries to :—
GHOSTBUSTERS POSTER COMPETITION
13 NEW QUEBEC ST

LONDON W1H 7DD.







_ e THE MUSIC FROM THE FILM

| GH4STBUSTER® | GH&STBUSTERS

Includes

X RAY PARKER JR.
8- THE THOMPSON TWINS
~8-LAURA BRANIGAN
B AIR SUPPLY
| "®-BUS BOYS
B ALESSI
A2-Main Theme by ELMER BERNSTEIN
A%-AND MORE GREAT MUSIC
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the screenplay
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